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EIVILIZED"— And Stil
the Barbarous and Shocking Death by B
e Axe, Which Recalls the Darkest Days
' of Mediaeval Torture, and Which
. Has Just Been Suffered by Two

- Women in Modern Germany

It mada them think of the exacution of Henry VIIl's
beautiful young Queen Aunne Holeyn, dragged to the
hlock at the command of the jealous and fickle husband.
They thought what [t must have meent 10 see that neck,
sald to be the most beautiful in Ewngzland, that neck
filled with the life-blood of the most seeductive beauty of

Behea

Ratibor, Garmany, February 21, 1914,
snt that has just occurred in this 6ld Frus-
town will remind the civilized world that
prutal mediaey method of execution by the

'j practised in Germany.

gre startling fs the fact that this mediacval

gt s inflicted upon Wwomen.

¢ women, Josepha Kubacka and Franziska

ihave been beheaded In ¢he prison

Kubacke was condemned to death for the
Bhe alleged that he {ll-trested
She was convicted of putting poison in

her busband.

Y.
T

pr woman, Franziska Zimmer, was convicted
. She also emploved
In her defense it was
it the older woman had abused her and lkept

p#ing her stepmother.
gommliting her crime,

food.

jomen were condemned to death after long
Swhich thelr lawyers pointed out eloquently
papital punishment of women had been prac-
jolished in moet civilized countrles and set
lhe philosophical and secientlfic arguments in

B course,

pution was fixed to take place hetween gunset
: The scene was the
B ancient baronlal castle which now serves as
"Ratibor. The executloner was a local hutcher,
- his dreadful task becauge of the skill acquired
g up animal bodies with his axe and cleaver

f and sunrise of the next.

fiy occupation.

jcutioner came to the castle at four o'clock in

when it was still pitch-dark. The hour was
) prevent a crowd from gathering about tke
‘accordance with official regulatione the exe-
gore [ull evening dress. He carried the imple-
ils dreadful office In a long black bag, Ttis a
ghaped axe, having a very long, heavy blade—

the court, 2evared by
They thought
upward of eig!
tloners ass
biock and the

here, ts until they

Mary, Queen of Scots,

own cousin and fellow Quec

the executioner’s axe,
venerables Countess of Sallshury,
5 old, who fought with the execu-

aiisman hacked it off. They thought of
poor Lady Jane Grey, heheaded in her sixteenth year; of
condemned to the block by her
n.

They thought of Joan of Arc, of the Marquise de Bria-

forced her head on the

Death hy the

Wheel.

Mediaeval Draw-
ing, Showing
This Cruel
Punishment,
with the Exe-
cutieners le-
picted 2s De-
maons.

twelve inches. It {s very heavy, so that the
may deal an irresistible blow with it, and, to

§ weight as it falls, & quantity of quickaliver
igh the hollow handle. It is carefully designed
.,:'1- user to make an accurate stroke with it
of solid oak was placed {n the centra of the
Befors it was arranged a black cushion, on
wondemned would kneel, Tha top of the bloclk
i on the slde nearesr the cushion, so that It
jw .the neck resting upon it into prominencs,
icutioner covered his face with & black mask
B prisoners were brought into his presence.
jubacka was the first brought from her cell.
fearfully, and it required the efforts of

keepers to carry her to the block

1 had offered her brandy, in accordance
B, 6xpecting thatthis would deaden her genses
before her, but she refused this solaca.

iy she fought the keepers llke a tigress, al-
hands were Lied behind her back. A clergy-
mpanied her, holding a crucifix before her and
to repent and pray for forglveness
“T don't want
I hadn't killed him, he would have killed me "
jhe kespers had carried her to the block, it
y to throw her head over it and hold her
psition. Her long, ruddy hair was drawn for-
| her round full neck then lay exposed and
tobetructions on the ralsed part of the block.
jeutioner took no part unt{l the neck was in
Then he ralsed his axe de-
- It fell quickiy, the stroke ending with a
The remains were removed into
The sawdust which had been
joattered round the block was swept up and
All was in readiness for the next execution,
ond woman, Franziska Zimmer, behaved very
from the first Doubtless her terrore had

sad to him, but kept shrieking:

on he desired,

jhing sound.
jing room.

ged by hearing the other's ehrieks.

brought about she was nearly lifeless, and the
Were obliged to carry her limp body to the
Teply to the ministrations of the clergyman,

her lips faintly.

bpers placed her limp form on the block and

loner performed his task

ho were invited to witness the exacution, in-
'WEpaper correspondents, doctors and a num-
bminent citizens, agreed that whatever might
gainst beheading, it was certainly the most
$orm of the death penalty that could be imag-

lorelgn witnesses the scene wae @ most aston-
@ horrifylng reenactment of the historio
of the Tower of London, about which they

She

When

Germany.

The Death by the Axe, Still Practised in Modern
A Drawing of an Old Print, Showing a

Woman's Execution in Ratibor, Germany, in 1792. The
Scene Was Recently Repeated Just as Shown Here, When
il Two Murderesses Were Beheaded in the Same Old Prison.

Was Later Beheaded for Murder.

The Water Torture as Inflicted on a French Woman in Ancient Times.
An Old French Picture of the Torture of the Marquise De Brinvilliers, Whe

Around
ings

An Ancient Saxon Drawing, Showing the Execu-
tion of an Erring Woman by the Sword.

Are the Mutilated Remains of Human Be-
and Instruments of Torture Used hy
“Justice” in Olden Days.

—
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taching the Armless and Legless to Earn a Living

¥S8l & man has only one |eg is no
b why he may not work with his
: as well as men whose lower
intact.
jiegs men have difficulty in finding
ML no matter how expert they may
Mheir hands. Employers are averse
} eripples about thelr shops.
it is that these unfortunntes
P become objects of public
fhiough possessing both the
iid the desire to entn thelr
by their own efforts.
Bdy this situntion is one of
} of the unique institution
| the Trade School of the
f Hope, which first teaches
Bd disebled men a trade 2nd
dts infiuence to secure work

itutlon occuples an old-time
B house in Franz Sigel
plott avenus and One Hun-
Fifty-ninth street, just be-
opening of the Concourse,
i Clty, and, what is perhaps
i In institutions of this kind
brk itself, is the fact that
35 eolic'ting students, and
y The latter are supplied by
us Ward, who founded the
id the former ars recruited
fospituls,
itime purlor of this building
£ strange machines which
dnstruments of torture, but
geutle mechanical con-
straighten or strengthen
h Arms or legs, where in-
b #till capable of modifica-

michines are known as me-
DY machines,” explalned
H. Juegar, late of

the German Hospital, director of
the work. “For each arm, leg or
trunk movement there 18 an appara-
tus, which by meauns of its adjustment.
adapted to the anatomlen! conditions,
allows of tho active exerclse of a cer-
tain group of muscles,

“I'lie resistunce to be overcome {s
accurately known and can be io-

creased or dimlinished as occaslon re-
quires. In sll these machines the
part to be exercised is so adjusted
that the moving joint i8 In exact line
with the axle of the machine. 'This
Is important, as it insures the correct
phrsialogical actlon of the muscles.”
Among the trudes which the crip-
ples are taught are cubinet-making,

metal beating, engraving, drawing,
basket nnd wicker furniture making
and lended glasswork

Because of the infirmitles of the
workers, special tools avd machines
have been devised to enable them to
turn out a product equal to that of
thelr more fortunate competitors,

In one of the pletures on this page
men who have lost an arm are shown

working on glass mosaic work., Whereas a
fully equipped workman would hold a plece
of glass in one hand and break it with the
other, speecinl clamps operated by foot are
used by these cripples to take the place of
thelr missing arms.

Some of them still have their arms, hut the.

use of them is restrioted through paralysis or
other defects, These students ure taught how
Lo overcome thelr bhandicaps by em-
ploying the special devices construct-

el 1o heln them,

Their work Is naturally slow, but
the finished produet is equal to that
furnegd oul by normal workmen.

Men with weak or missing legs but
strong arms aud hands rapidly be-
come experts at reedwork. In this
class orders are taken for repair work
outside of the school.

The directors of this school realize
tnat besides teaching these unfortu-
nutes g trade it is essential to inspire
them wirth hope. Held pack by their
physieal limitatlons—hopeless because
helpleas—it Is natural that the cripple
should drift into an abnormal mental
condition unless constantly eocour-
eged. The growth of cheerfulness
among the studenis at this school Is
one of the most gratifying and prom-
Ising achievements of the {nstitution,

The intention is to0 give willlng
healthy young men who are haudi-
capped by some deformlty an oppor-
tunity to learn a trade, and to glve
this in asslstance and not as a char-
tiy. For this reason, puplls are for-
bidden to receive any aid from visl-
tors, They are trained to become
seif-supporting, self-respecting mem-
bers of soclety.

Armless Men Working in the Glass Moguic Room, Spegiall
Copyright, 1014, by tha Btar Company,

v Cleansed Clamps Are Used to Take the Place-of Missing Hands.

Great Britain Rights
geerl |

The product of the pupils is of-
fered for sale from time to time.

Reperveds

villiers, most tarrible of polsoners: of Queen Maria An-
toinette, and of the countless other women, good and
bad, who bhad been done to death, often with horrible
tortures, in other days.

Executions of women have occurred more frequently
m Germany than in any other civilized country in re-
cent years,

An execution which attracted much sattsntion was
that of Grete Beler, at Frelberg, in Saxony, in 1909,
She was a very lundsome and saccomplished young
woman and the daughter of the Mavor of Frelberg,
She murdered her flance with remarkable heartlessness
and delberation.

The infliction of the death penally upon a woman !s
evidently becoming a rare gccurrence in the civillzed
world and there are many reformers who say that it
should be' stopped even before the total abolition of
capital punishment. Tn the United States, the sentenc-
Ing of a woman to death, which rarely happens as of-
ten as once in a yvear, always arouses a storm of protest
from humanitarians, but it wounld be rash to say that
the States are soon to relieve women from the suprems
penalty altogetber. ;

in France no woman Is sver sent to the gulliotine,
although the law permits it. Italy follows the same
example. In Russia capital punishment, except under
martial law, has been abolished.

In England women ars stlll subject to the death
penalty and one was executed last year, but the courts
tend to show more leniency toward the wesker sex.

In the half-civilized countries of the East women
are punished more seversly for thelr offences then
men. Thesa people are still living in the Middle Ages.
For instance, in Persia recentiyr & woman was stoned
to death for blgamy, an act which In a man would have
been no erime.

In the year 1012 there was no execution of a womam
in any civilized country of Europe or America, and this
led humanitarians to expect tkat the practise wonld
cease altogether, but they were mistaken.

Those who opposa the infliction of capital punish.
ment on women base thelr pos!tion generally on the
gentler and weaker constitution of tha fair ssx and
the fact that men stands In the attitude of & protector
toward woman. We do not inflict the death penalty upon
little children, end for (he same reason we should not
infifet It on women. It is nlso urged that it s atrocious
to execute a belng who is or may become a mother.

The records prove that woman iz less frequently a
criminal than msn, but on the other hand some women
commil erimes which for cold-blooded cruelty cannot
be surpassed. Indeed, there seems ground for argu-
ing that more exceptionally eruel murders ara com-
mitted by women than by men.

Havelock Ellls, an excellent English aunthority om
fundamental sex characteristics, has explained the
differences in the crimionlity of men and women very
interestingly:

“The forms of criminality into which women mo=st
easily fall are the subilest (like polsoning) and also
the more domestic forms. Murders, assanlts, burgiaries,
thefis, commercial crimes—as well as the so-called
political erimes__are comparatively rare among women.
in Italy, for 100 men who commit any ons of these of-
fenses the proportion of women is from six to below one.

"Polsoning, on the other hand, {= a characteristically
feminine crimina” method. In Greek days, Euripldea
makes Madea say that polson Is the form of murder in
which women excel, and they have retained that pre-
eminence ever since. In France the proportion {s about
six women to thre or four men, so that about two-
thirds of detected cases of poisoning are by women.
In Itely, for every 100 men found guilty of polsoning
there are 123 women.

“Infanticide {s the erima In which women stand sut
in greatest contrast to men; In Iialy, for example, tor
every 100 men guilty of Iofanticide, thara ara 477
women., !

“Women, g Quetelet Jong #ince pemarked, ars do-
mestic oriminals; this is simply because the home >0
cuples so large a field in their life generally; even
against thelr own children, and apart from infanticide,
women commit erimes somewhat more frequendy than
the fathers. This has been the experience of the So-
clety for the Protection of Children, which in = > year
obtainei convictions agalnst 247 (athers ang 358
mothers. ‘Bhe crimes of women are usually :!m
marked by cruelty 3 e 3 RN
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